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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Bhailte Slachtmhara SuperValu 2025. Go raibh maith agaibh as bhur iarratas a chur isteach. 
Maith sibh don obair atá déanta agaibh in bhur cheantar go dtí seo - guímid gach rath oraibh i bhur dtionscadail 
amach anseo.  Ádh mór.
Welcome to the 2025 Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition. Thank you for your entry, map, 3–5-year plan, 
photographs and a warm welcome letter. It is great to hear volunteers’ numbers are on the rise with a total of 80, a 
significant increase from last year. To improve operational efficiency a comprehensive guide has been developed 
for volunteers to help with planning, coordination and resources. 
Many agencies, government bodies and groups support your activities including local politicians and councillors, 
Castleknock Lawn Tennis Club and Local HSE Centre for International Protection Applicants. We congratulate your 
new volunteer for her excellent video for St. Patricks Day ‘Love your space’.
An extensive list of communication methods is effective and efficient for engagement and WhatsApps groups have 
been streamlined for a growing team. 
With a view to encouraging more youth and younger families ‘little wild gatherings and leaf collections were 
organised and the adjudicator loves this idea. 
You have forged strong links with the local primary and secondary schools and we commend Gaisce students 
Gemma and Laakhi for completing their activities with the group and we hope they will stay on for future projects. 
Partnership with UCD students, the scouts and the GAA is also favourably noted. 
You list the new polytunnel as your main project this year and well done to Castleknock Lawn Tennis Club, the 
Men’s Shed, and funds form a very successful Coffee Morning for getting it up and going. Super achievement – well 
done everyone involved. 
With a good track record in the competition consistency over the years has generated community spirit and local 
residents are drawn together to do good to enhance the town which is what we like to hear.
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As we take a walk around the town we can see many business premises achieve a high standard of maintenance. 
Engaging with businesses and property owners to keep their premises neat and tidy positively influences customer 
perceptions and attracts more business and builds a stronger community image and reputation. Molloy Murtagh 
Solicitors was receiving a new coat of paint as we visit and will inspire more confidence in potential clients. CTT’s 
business lead encourages business to look smart and they are encouraged to play an active part in the summer 
festival which gets a large annual turnout.
As per last years adjudicators comment you have launched an Age Friendly Walking Route in partnership with FCC 
Active Travel Department. 
Great to hear Guinness House will be restored sensitively. St Brigid’s Church is impressive and the Harry Clarke 
window is worth a look. The Heritage tour is available on your website and covers the monastery, the church and 
Myo’s Pub a former blacksmith. The defibrillator at the pub offers a vital safety measure for everyone. 
‘Fix my Street’ works well for the group with regular face to face meetings with FCC and we are delighted to hear 
you are more than satisfied with their engagement. Manually removing weeds from street areas is tedious and 
requires a significant physical effort and our best advice is to weed after heavy spills when the soil is softer. Filling 
any gaps will help prevent weeds from taking hold. Overall, its looking pretty good. 
As you mention the church is now open in the morning and to achieve greater engagement a QR code that links in 
with your website would eliminate the need for flyers or collaborate with local businesses to cross promote and 
reach new audiences. 
We witnessed a lot of traffic congestion and it will take a combination of strategies focusing on reducing private use 
and carpooling to relieve some of these issues. The Auburn Walking and Cycling route planned for the autumn will 
create a safe and convenient infrastructure and make it more accessible for short trips. Campaigns to educate the 
public about the benefits of sustainable options and to encourage behavioural changes will need to be ongoing. 
Consider interpretative information about local heritage, natural features or history along the route as well as the 
proposed trees etc. . 
Hanging baskets on street lighting posts demonstrate effort and investment in the local area. Well maintained 
flowerbeds on many sidewalks integrate well into the surroundings. Buxus planters edged with lobelia and ivy have 
great seasonal interest. Tiered planters are astonishing and add depth and a natural look but it is essential to select 
appropriate plant species like cosmos, bidens and bacopa as trailing plants for pollinators. Together they soften the 
landscape making it more appealing to pedestrians. 
We welcome the health check being carried out by FCC. It sounds exciting and engaging a wide range of 
community members will be crucial in developing a plan that reflects the needs and aspirations of residents.
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Great to hear Guinness House will be restored sensitively. St Brigid’s Church is impressive and the Harry Clarke 
window is worth a look. The Heritage tour is available on your website and covers the monastery, the church and 
Myo’s Pub a former blacksmith. The defibrillator at the pub offers a vital safety measure for everyone. 
‘Fix my Street’ works well for the group with regular face to face meetings with FCC and we are delighted to hear 
you are more than satisfied with their engagement. Manually removing weeds from street areas is tedious and 
requires a significant physical effort and our best advice is to weed after heavy spills when the soil is softer. Filling 
any gaps will help prevent weeds from taking hold. Overall, its looking pretty good. 
As you mention the church is now open in the morning and to achieve greater engagement a QR code that links in 
with your website would eliminate the need for flyers or collaborate with local businesses to cross promote and 
reach new audiences. 
We witnessed a lot of traffic congestion and it will take a combination of strategies focusing on reducing private use 
and carpooling to relieve some of these issues. The Auburn Walking and Cycling route planned for the autumn will 
create a safe and convenient infrastructure and make it more accessible for short trips. Campaigns to educate the 
public about the benefits of sustainable options and to encourage behavioural changes will need to be ongoing. 
Consider interpretative information about local heritage, natural features or history along the route as well as the 
proposed trees etc. . 
Hanging baskets on street lighting posts demonstrate effort and investment in the local area. Well maintained 
flowerbeds on many sidewalks integrate well into the surroundings. Buxus planters edged with lobelia and ivy have 
great seasonal interest. Tiered planters are astonishing and add depth and a natural look but it is essential to select 
appropriate plant species like cosmos, bidens and bacopa as trailing plants for pollinators. Together they soften the 
landscape making it more appealing to pedestrians. 
We welcome the health check being carried out by FCC. It sounds exciting and engaging a wide range of 
community members will be crucial in developing a plan that reflects the needs and aspirations of residents.

Green spaces play a crucial role in meeting the challenges of climate change and we are seeing plenty of great 
work in this category; trees, shrubs hedges, flower beds and grass offer unique benefits but of course pose different 
challenges. 
You have identified a need to improve overall maintenance for green spaces. With the growing numbers of projects, 
task allocation has come to the forefront. We agree with most of your strategies except to expand more 7-day 
watering baskets. Our advice is always plant in the ground where possible and move away from baskets are 
watering is not sustainable and they are largely disposable. They are for our aesthetic delight of course and you do 
mention drought tolerant planting is best and it thrives on neglect. When your flower beds fill out you will have plenty 
of colour splashes. Perhaps time for fashion to change and we can grow a wide variety of our own choice in the new 
polytunnel. Are we using compost in the baskets?
As last years adjudicator commented, the Tennis Club could have more planting and there was a lovely row of trees 
nearby and if similar species were continued in the area they would be low maintence and probably easier to 
maintain once established.
It is great to see low mow regimes are the new norm which is commendable and is one of the best ways to support 
nature. Avoiding herbicides is crucial for biodiversity and is praiseworthy. 
Planting orchards and whips is an excellent community initiative and provides a shared resource for food and 
gathering. Encouraging residents to care and maintain trees and planters is laudable and raises environmental 
awareness and reduces the need for volunteer participation. Volunteers also raised trees in their own homes, 
residents donated spring bulbs, more wildflower meadows were planted and for National Tree Week FCC had free 
tree offerings. FCC Active Travel Department also planted trees which all helps to mitigate climate change. Great 
working knowledge of this category.

Snowdrops are amongst the first plants to bloom in spring and attracts residents and visitors to support the 
ecosystems they inhabit. Another 3,200 on Auburn Walk is wonderful. 
Another good initiative is the missing trees audit and it is good to have a policy to replant trees when damaged by 
storms etc and you work with FCC on suitable locations. 
No Mow is well established and the public is getting used to rewilding. How many residents allow patches to be left 
alone in their own gardens?
The schools are doing terrific work as you say and we are very proud of their achievements. Castleknock College, 
national school, Educate Together, St. Brigid’s and Scoil Mhiure are busy with bug hotels, planting and 
environmental awareness which is super work. The Wild gathering days sound like great fund and 60 in attendance 
at Fair Haven was an awesome turnout. 
The garden competitions are great for incentivizing residents to create pollinator friendly spaces. They provide a 
structured way to encourage environmentally positive actions, improve the aesthetics of the estate and offer a 
healthy activity for residents of all ages. Well done to the winners and we thank Wongs restaurant for their 
sponsorship. 
We admired the new planting and bench at the pathway on College Road. 
The Sensory Garden is a major achievement and we thank FCC for their hard work and CTT’s. It has the ability to 
provide a unique, holistic way to engage with nature by stimulating the five senses. Providing a calm and inspiring 
outdoor space for everyone to enjoy, it is a stunning garden.
The arrival of the polytunnel means you will be well capable of growing your own and meeting your 50% target of 
self-sufficiency in the near future. Great stuff.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



Twenty-five Big Belly Bins are strategically placed along pedestrian paths and public areas to encourage proper 
waste disposal. 
Graffiti and fly posting can spoil the environment and lead to circumstances beyond your control but brilliant work 
has been achieved with the help of FCC and neither was too evident during our visit which is remarkable for a busy 
spot. 
National Spring Clean and ‘Walking, Talking & Picking Up’ are good initiatives and the help of Castleknock Hotel 
Staff means you have plenty of support for clean ups and it all looks very good. Small bit of kerb side growth in 
places and a few pieces of rubbish but nothing of significance.
It really improves the quality of life for everyone and the overall look of the environment. Very good effort.

Features like compost piles and leaf cages are areas rich with decaying plant material and create rich, nutrient soil 
that supports a variety of life. Residents and students from the Community College gained hands on practical 
knowledge of the soil making process during the Collect and Connect leaf harvesting experience. 
The use of the new Cargo bikes has reduced reliance on FCC picks ups and overall, an 80% reduction in green 
waste has been achieved and put to good use in the locality. 
A revamp of the website has made it easier to navigate and you have identified key practical actions people can 
take which is favourably acknowledged. 
In the Schools road safety of scooters and cycling was promoted along with a visit from an Garda. Others are 
promoting Fresh Air Fridays and great to hear numbers are steadily rising!
Water harvesting, climate heroes training, biodiversity Clean Up training, supporting the conscious cup, managing 
the Community Cycle website, Age Friendly Walking Loop, World Car Free Day and Save the Soil Day are noted in 
this category.

Good maintenance is a feature of many estates and reflects well on the CTT.  You are linking well with residents 
with ongoing projects helping them achieve nice liveable spaces.
Entrance pillars at Whites Gate are surrounded by nice planting. At Pecks Lane we admired a new low wall with 
flower bed and bench along the pathway. Fairhaven has a nice selection of ornamental trees enhancing their living 
space. Mountain ash at Castleknock lodge were full of orange berries and were striking.
Keep raising the negative impacts of pesticides and herbicides and promote non chemical methods like mulching 
and hand weeding. Highlight the benefits of pollinator friendly plants and ecosystems. Offer labels for gardens or 
areas that have transitioned to a herbicide free management approach. We hope the Garden Competition is a 
success again this year.

We appreciate ongoing efforts to keep the tunnel safe and accessible. Remove ivy from any stone structures where 
possible – seek advice if needed. We took a shine to loads of sidewalk planting and we applaud maintenance. At 
Castleknock Gates welcome nameplates are slightly hindered by plants but overall, it’s an inviting space.  Deer 
sculptures transform an ordinary space into an interactive environment – beautiful.  Approach roads are attractive 
and a good first impression is achieved.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

A lot of work has been completed and your volunteers are extremely active. We were delighted to see your projects 
and we look forward to the walk and cycle way next year. Best of luck in 2026 and once again thanks for your time 
and all the lovely photographs.


